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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a(i) 4686 0.4 0.6 2 20 93.7
1a(ii) 4891 1.8 0.5 2 89.5 97.8
1b(i) 4800 1.6 0.7 2 80.3 96
1b(ii) 4611 0.8 0.7 2 38.9 92.2
1b(iii) 4483 1.3 1.2 4 32.1 89.6

1c 4413 1.6 1.6 6 27 88.2
2a(i) 4941 1.6 0.6 2 77.7 98.8
2a(ii) 4758 1.2 1 4 30.3 95.1

2b 4882 1.6 0.6 2 78.6 97.6
2c(i) 4815 0.8 0.4 1 76.5 96.3
2c(ii) 4911 1 0.2 1 95.4 98.2
2c(iii) 4840 1.4 0.9 4 35.3 96.8

2d 4282 1.5 1.1 4 37.2 85.6
3a(i) 4915 2.4 0.7 3 80.4 98.3
3a(ii) 4880 1.9 0.3 2 95.8 97.6
3a(iii) 4748 2.8 1.1 4 68.8 94.9

3b 4896 0.8 0.4 1 80.3 97.9
3c(i) 3530 1.8 0.6 2 87.9 70.6
3c(ii) 4811 1.8 0.4 2 91.7 96.2
3d(i) 4662 0.2 0.4 1 23.2 93.2
3d(ii) 4552 2.2 1.4 6 36.5 91

3e 4734 0.9 0.8 3 28.8 94.7
3f 4535 5.7 2.3 12 47.5 90.7

3f SPaG 4708 2.9 0.9 4 72.5 94.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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(d) This question is about your own experience of investigating sphere of influence in
fieldwork.
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Aim of your investigation ..... 1.c .... � ..... �····fl-M�·� ... � .. � ......
'It is important to have secondary data to support primary data in fieldwork on sphere of 
influence.' To what extent do you agree? 
You should support your answer by referring to your own fieldwork. [4] 
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Question Additional page, if required. Examiner 


number Write the question number(s) in the left-hand margin. only 
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2. (d) 'It is important to have secondary data to support primary data in your 
fieldwork on sphere of influence.' To what extent do you agree? 


You should support your answer by referring to your own fieldwork. 
 A
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     4  4 


Use a banded mark scheme. Work upwards 
from the lowest band. 


Band Mark Band descriptor 


2 3-4 


Clear links provide 
detailed evaluation in 
context of own fieldwork 
on sphere of influence. 


Balanced appraisal 
draws together wider 
geographical 
understanding to 
support decision(s). 


1 1-2 


Some connections 
provide valid but limited 
evaluation. 


Limited appraisal uses 
wider geographical 
understanding to 
support decision(s). 


 0 Award 0 marks if answer 
is incorrect or wholly 
irrelevant. 


 


Responses will be influenced by the candidates’ own 
fieldwork.  


Possible answers could include: 


 To explain anomalies/patterns/data 


 To add to the validity of their conclusions 


 To back up their points 


 Background information and context. 
 
The following is illustrative. Other types of secondary data 
must be credited. 
 
House prices are useful because they are influenced by 
positive and negative features in the environment. 
Websites present this data on maps so spatial patterns 
are easy to see. 
 
One limitation is that house prices are also influenced by 
size and condition of the house. This makes patterns due 
to spheres of influence harder to see.  
 
Allow view that sufficient evidence can be collected as 
primary data as a valid limitation. 


 
 
 


End of Part B 
 
  
















Sticky Note

“I could easily research how I wanted to investigate…..” This comment relates to using secondary information for the planning stage of the investigate. The candidate goes on to describe how they would use the data to plan, showing context of their own fieldwork e.g. “using the internet to see how erosion did affect footpath depth” They also mention that “they were able to see what instruments to use” but they do not develop this point.

“Basis of comparison for my results collected in primary data” is also a credit worthy statement
Detailed evaluation provided, including connective words such as “nevertheless”
Generic statement about “some of the data I collected was out of date”

4 marks













 


 


 


 



Sticky Note

Decision has been made



Polygonal Line

Valid connection, limited evaluation



Polygonal Line

Valid connection but limited evaluation



Sticky Note

Band 1
1 mark
Two separate reasons stated, but no link to own fieldwork and limited explanation of reasons.












 


 


 



Sticky Note

Decision made



Polygonal Line

In the past, historical secondary data. The student goes on to mention 'more well rounded fieldwork enquiry' Links to the context of their own fieldwork on sphere of influence.



Polygonal Line

Improved the accuracy of data, together with useful comparison, provide detailed evaluation of positives of secondary data.



Polygonal Line



Sticky Note

Evaluative connector



Polygonal Line

Balance appraisal supporting decision, together "data is current"



Polygonal Line



Sticky Note

Band 2
4 Marks
Student has related answer to their own fieldwork and provided several reasons to support a balanced appraisal
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	 (d) 	 This question is about your own experience of investigating sphere of influence in 
fieldwork.


		  Aim of your investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


		  ‘It is important to have secondary data to support primary data in fieldwork on sphere of 
influence.’ To what extent do you agree?


		  You should support your answer by referring to your own fieldwork. 	 [4]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


End of Part B
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Activity 10 


Part C 3 (e) 
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3. (d) (ii) Explain why this international cycle event could have impacts on 
different groups of people. 
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   6    6 


Use a banded mark scheme. Work upwards from 
the lowest band. 


 


Band Mark Band descriptor 


3 5-6 


Thorough and elaborated 
understanding of a range of 
reasons that relate to 
clearly named different 
groups of people. 


2 3-4 
Elaborated understanding 
of the reasons that relate to 
group(s) of people. 


1 1-2 
Simple, valid statements 
that demonstrate a basic 
understanding. 


 0 Award 0 marks if answer is 
incorrect or wholly 
irrelevant. 


 


Credit positive or negative impacts. There is no 
requirement for balance. 


Examples of positive impacts: 


 multiplier effects within the local economy may 
benefit local business owners and workers such 
as those who own/work in hotels, bed and 
breakfasts, restaurants. 
 


Example of negative impacts: 


 increased traffic congestion, parking restrictions, 
diverted traffic and security measures may have 
negative impacts on local residents, motorists or 
local shops (if they have been made inaccessible 
by traffic restrictions). 


 
 


3. (e) State which of these graphs is most appropriate to show the number of 
news articles published. Justify your choice. 
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Credit each valid 
justification with one 
mark. 


If Graph 3.3 is selected: 


Line graph allows number of articles per day to be 
presented (1) so this graph is more detailed (1) and 
daily fluctuations can be analysed (1). Resolution of 
vertical scale allows number of articles per day to be 
read to nearest 100 (1). 


If Graph 3.4 is selected: 


The block chart allows easy comparisons to be 
made (1) 


    3 3 


 
  












Activity 10 


Part C 3 (e) 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



Sticky Note

Number of new stories per day (1) 
Allows you to see daily fluctuations (1)
Peak number of stories published (1)

3 marks













Polygonal Line

Daily fluctuations can be analysed, 1 mark



Sticky Note

The data itself is not continuous (continuous data is data that has meaning at all points on a number line) 



Polygonal Line

Mark here for 'trends/patterns over a week'



Sticky Note

Line graph chosen
2 marks












 


 


 


 



Sticky Note

Bar Graph Chosen
Valid justification for 1 mark
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	 (e) 	 This cycling event took place from 5 July to 7 July 2014. 


		  Study Graphs 3.3 and 3.4 below. They show the number of news stories published about 
the cycle event between 21 June and 14 July 2014. 


Graph 3.3
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Graph 3.4
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		  State which of these graphs is the best at showing the number of news stories published. 
Justify your choice. 	 [3]  


		  Graph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . is best because


	


	


	


	


	


	 (f) 	 Study the information on page 6 of the Resource Folder. 
		  Do you think that this international cycle event brought greater advantages than 


disadvantages within the UK?
		  Justify your decision. Use information in the Resource Folder and your wider understanding 


of the UK to support your answer. 	 [12]  
		  Your ability to spell, punctuate and use grammar and specialist terms accurately will be 


assessed in your answer to this question.	 [4]
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1. (c) This question is about your own experience of using transects in 
fieldwork. 


 


Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of using transects to collect data. A
O


1
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    6  6 


Use a banded mark scheme. Work upwards from the 
lowest band. 


Band Mark Band descriptor 


3 5-6 


Detailed evaluation of 
strengths and weaknesses 
with specific reference to 
transects in context of own 
fieldwork. 


2 3-4 
Evaluation of strengths and/or 
weaknesses with limited 
reference to transects. 


1 1-2 
Valid but generic statements 
about strengths and/or 
weaknesses  


 0 Award 0 marks if answer is 
incorrect or wholly irrelevant. 


 


 


Responses will be influenced by the candidates’ own 
fieldwork. The following is illustrative.  


Strengths might refer to: 


 Usefulness to collect data across a feature eg 
across a meander or across a town centre 


 Enables patterns to be seen in bivariate data 
where distance or altitude are important factors eg 
distance from sea in a sand dune or distance up a 
slope (wind speed) so shows change/variation eg 
gradient change/EQI 


 


Limitations might refer to: 


 Placement of transect is important or data 
collected could be misleading 


 A specific issue with their location/topic studied 


 The width of the transect could miss out important 
data 


 Difficulty in following straight lines through an 
urban environment 


 Problems of access at points along the transect 
due to land ownership or safety eg at points along 
a river 


 


Generic statements 


 Enables sampling techniques such as systematic 
sampling to be used 


 Allows data to be collected relatively quickly  


 Only shows change for that specific area 


 Only gives you a snapshot of the area 


 


 
 


  












Sticky Note

Context



Sticky Note

Collecting data across a feature + ves



Sticky Note

Generic statement0enables sampling to be used



Sticky Note

Evaluative statement



Sticky Note

Limitations of following the transect through the specific environment e.g. a footpath



Sticky Note

Refers to - VE point about seasonality, i.e. a statement about snapshot of an area



Sticky Note

Changes in one line also relate to changes over a specific area



Sticky Note

-VE may have missed vital changes because my sample sites were far apart - this refers to changes over specific areas, but links it more to the specific fieldwork.



Sticky Note

Strengths:
Data across a feature e.g. “clear gradual changes through the dune”
Generic systematic approach

Weaknesses:
Missing data e.g. “may have missed some changes as sample sites far apart” 
Change for that specific area e.g. “changes in one line rather than the whole area”
Snapshot of the area e.g. “took place in June”

Detailed evaluation and specific references to transects e.g. change over an area & spacing between sample points

Band 3 
6 marks













Polygonal Line

This shows specific reference to transects in context of own fieldwork



Polygonal Line

Weakness statement, with limited reference to transect



Polygonal Line

Some elaboration of previous point



Sticky Note

Evaluation 



Polygonal Line

Strength: valid but generic statement about a strength.



Sticky Note

Band 2 
3 marks 
Student has provided some reference to their own fieldwork, with one weakness elaborated with reference to transects. One valid but generic statement for a strength.












 


 


 


 


 



Polygonal Line

Valid weakness with limited reference to transects "certain strip of land"



Polygonal Line

Valid statement, but generic. Weakness.



Sticky Note

Provides some context for the rest of the answer.



Sticky Note

Band 1
2 marks
Provides a context for the answer. Provides two valid weaknesses, one generic and one with very limited reference to transects. No strengths mentioned, no evaluation
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	 (iii) 	 Study photographs A and B on page 2 of the Resource Folder. 
		  Suggest how a transect could be used to investigate the impact of vacant shops in 


a high street. Use evidence from the photographs.	 [4]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (c) 	 This question is about your own fieldwork experience of collecting data using transects.
		  Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of using transects to collect your data. 	 [6]
		  I used transects to investigate …


	


		  Evaluation


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


End of Part A











